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35U.8.C. 3 Officers and employees.

(a) There shall be in the Patent and Trademark Office a Commis-
sioner of Patents and Trademarks, a Deputy Comunissioner, two
Assistant Commissioners and examiners-in-chief appointed under
gection 7 of this title. The Deputy Commissioner, or, in the event of a
vacancy in that office, the Assistant Commissioner genior in date of
appointment, shall fill the office of Commissioner during a vacancy in
that office until the Commissioner is appointed and takes office. The
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, the Deputy Commisgsioner,
and the Assistant Commissioners shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Secretary of
Commerce, upon the nomination of the Commissioner, in accordance
with law, shall appoint all other officers and employees.

(b) The Secretary of Commerce may vest in himself the functions
of the Patent and Trademark Office and its officers and employees
specified in this tile and may from time to time authorize their
performance by any other officer or employee.

(c) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to fix the per annum
rate of basic compensation of each examiner-in-chief in the Patent and
Trademark Office 2t not in excess of the maximum scheduled rate

1000 - 1

provided for positions in grade 17 of the General Schedule of the
Classification Act of 1949, as amended.

(d) The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks shall be an
Assistant Secretary of Commerce and shall receive compensation atthe
rate prescribed by law for Assistant Secretaries of Commerce.

(e) The members of the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board of the
Patent and Trademark Office shall each be paid at a rate not to exceed
the maximum rate of basic pay payable for GS-16 of the General
Schedule under section 5332 of title S.

35US.C. 6 Duties of Comniissioner.

(a) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, shall superintend or perform all duties required by law
respecting the granting and issuing of patents and the registration of
trademarks; shall have the authority to carry on studies, programs or
exchanges of items or services regarding domestic and international
patent and trademark law or the administration of the Patent and
Trademark Office; and shall have charge of property belonging to the
Patent and Trademark Office. He may, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of Commerce, establish regulations, not inconsistent with
law, for the conduct of proceedings in the Patent and Trademark Office.

(b) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, may, in coordination with the Department of State, carry
on programs and studies cooperatively with foreign patent offices and
international intergovernmental organizations, or may authorize such
programs and studies to be carried on, in connection with the perform-
ance of duties stated in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The Commissioner, under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, may, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State,
transfer funds appropriated to the Patent and Trademark Office, not to
exceed $100,000 in any year, to the Department of State for the purpose
of making special payments to international intergovernmental organi-
zations for studies and programs for advancing international coopera-
tion concerning patents, trademarks, and related matters. These special
payments may be in addition to any other payments or contributions to
the international organization and shall not be subject to any limitations
imposed by law on the amounts of such other payments orcontributions
by the Government of the United States.

>37 CFR 1.351 Amendments to rules will be published.
All amendments to the regulations in this part will be published in
the Official Gazette and in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

37 CFR 1.352 Publication of notice of proposed amendments.

(a) Whenever required by law, and in other cases whenever
practicable, notice of proposed amendments to the regulations in this
part will be published in the Official Gazette and in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. If not published with the notice, copies of the text will be
furnished to any person requesting the same. All comments, sugges-
tions, and briefs received within a time specified in the notice will be
considered before adoption of the proposed amendments which may be
modified in the light thereof.

(b) Oral hearings may be held at the discretion of the Commis-
sioner.< ’

1001.01 Modes of Exercising Authority [R-13]

The Commissioner’s authority to review and supervise the
work of the Office is exercised by the promulgation of the Rules
of Practice; issuance of orders, notices and memoranda stating
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